

BAD ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THE SU AFTER WWII

· Collectivized Agriculture was unproductive. SU frequently had to import grain to feed its people.
· Soviet shoes, suits, and TV sets were inferior to the West. You may not have had a pair of shoes if you lived in the SU after WWII.
· Clothes, washers & dryers and automobiles were rare. You might have to wait up to five years to get a car!
· People spent many hours of their lives waiting in line to buy food and other goods. Sometimes 8 hours just to get a loaf of bread!
· Central Economic Planning resulted in low output. 
· Factories were forced to shut down because government planners failed to deliver needed supplies. 
· Workers set out to meet production quotas, regardless of quality. Because workers had lifetime job security (communism), they had little incentive to produce better quality goods. 
