	

The socialist Democratic Party followed the teachings of Karl Marx, the founder of the Communist movement. Lenin formed his own branch of the communist party with the most dedicated revolutionaries called the Bolsheviks. Lenin and the Bolsheviks believed that socialism had to be established by a worker’s revolution that would abolish capitalism quickly and completely. He won strong support among Russian workers and peasants because of the promises he made. He and the Bolsheviks (communists) promised Peace, Land, and Bread. 

In 1917, the March Revolution overthrew the Czar and a Provisional (temporary) Government was created, trying to create a Democracy. But this government was unpopular for three reasons: It continued Russian involvement in the war. It would not let peasants seize the large estates. It failed to feed the city people working in the factories. Lenin immediately planned to overthrow the Provisional Government. The following selection is one of his appeals for support:

“The Peasants want land, the workers want bread and both want peace… The capitalists of all countries are already gathering at their secret meetings. They are discussing the approaching storm. They already hear the iron step of the workers revolution…It knows that a new movement is rising. It can see the hour of death of the old world is at hand. Fighting comrades, prepare for new battles! Form fighting columns! Under the banner of the party, Proletarians [workers] and soldiers! Under our banner, oppressed people of the countryside!

The Provisional Government had lost the support of the people. In November 1917, the Bolsheviks (communists) led by Lenin, led soldiers, sailors and factory workers in an uprising that overthrew the Provisional Government. The Bolsheviks, now called the Communists, distributed land to the peasants and gave workers control of the factories and mines. Lenin and the Bolsheviks also ended Russian involvement in WWI. In March 1918, Russia signed the Treaty of Brest Litovsk. This took Russia out of the war but gave large amounts of land and population to Germany.
	1. Who was the founder of the Communist Party?

2. What did Lenin form? What were they called?

3. According to Lenin, how should socialism be established?

4. Who supported Lenin? What did he promise the people?
5. Why was the provisional Government unpopular?

a.

b.

c.

6. Why did Lenin want to overthrow the provisional government?
7. If you were a Russian worker or peasant, how would Lenin’s words make you feel?
8. What happened to the Provisional Government?

9. What were the first three tasks of Lenin’s new government after the November Revolution?




The Straw that broke the Camel’s Back-WWI

Directions: Read the letter below and answer the questions that follow. 
Letter to Russian War Minister Alexander Kerensky from soldiers fighting in WWI, August 18th, 1917.
“Mr. War Minister!      We, soldiers from various regiments[…]ask you to end the war and its bloodshed at any cost. If this is not done, then  believe us when we say that we will take our weapons and head out for our own hearths [homes] to save our fathers,  mothers, wives, and children from death by starvation (which is nigh [near]). And if we cannot save them, then we’d  rather die with them in our native lands than be killed, poisoned, or frozen to death somewhere and cast into the earth  like a dog.       Remember that all your threats about the death penalty and discipline and the eloquent words of orators will cease  to have any effect on us then-- it will be too late. You know we are all tired, both at the front and in the rear, and we  cannot endure another autumn and winter, nor do we have any wish to.       For a second time we ask you, Mr. War Minister, put an end to the slaughter. Only by doing this can you keep the  enemy from penetrating deep inside Russia and save us both from this invasion and from starvation.”              - Soldiers 

1.  What are the worries of the Russian troops in 1917?

2.  What do the soldiers demand from their government?  

3.  Should the government listen to their demands?
Cause #6: Industrial Workers Support a Growing Revolution
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Rapid industrialization stirred discontent among the people of Russia.  The growth of factories brought new problems.  Among these problems were grueling working conditions, miserably low wages, and child labor.  Unions were outlawed.  Still, exploited laborers who worked in factories and built the railway lines organized strikes.  Workers were unhappy with their low standard of living and lack of political power.  The gap between rich and poor was enormous. 

Amid the widespread unrest of workers and other members of Russian society, various revolutionary movements began to grow.  They also competed for power.  The group that would eventually succeed in establishing a new government in Russia followed the views of Karl Marx.  These revolutionaries believed that the industrial class of workers would overthrow the czar.  The industrial class would then form “a dictatorship of the proletariat.”  In such a state, the workers would rule. 

In 1903, Russian Marxists split into two groups over revolutionary tactics.  The Mensheviks wanted a broad base of popular support for the revolution.  The Bolsheviks supported a small number of committed revolutionaries willing to sacrifice everything for radical change.  

The major leader of the Bolsheviks was Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov.  He adopted the name of Lenin.  He had an engaging personality and was an excellent organizer.  He was also ruthless.  These traits would ultimately help him gain command of the Bolsheviks.  In the early 1900s, Lenin fled to Western Europe to avoid arrest by the czarist regime.  He maintained contact with other Bolsheviks.  Lenin then waited until he could safely return to Russia.  
