Writing a Thematic Essay
Parts of a thematic essay

1.  Introduction- Should communicate the theme that your essay is about and what your essay 
will hope to prove-thesis.

2. Body Paragraphs- Should answer the __________ given to you.



-Create a chart to help outline your ideas based on what the tasks are asking you to 

do.

3. Conclusion- Repeat the theme (from introduction), statement of the big ideas (from each 
body paragraph) your essay has proven and a final idea that connects the different topics you 
have written about.

Sample Thematic Essay
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several body paragraphs explaining your position, and a conclusion.

Topic: The Neolithic Revolution

________________________________________________________________________

The lives of early people changed dramatically with discovery and the invention of new technology. 

________________________________________________________________________
Task:

· Explain how methods of food production changed from the Paleolithic Age to the Neolithic Age.

· Explain two developments that took place as a result of the change in food production.

Suggested Topics: source of food, division of labor, conflict, religion, shelter, possessions, gender roles, etc. 
Brainstorming Your Thematic Essay Body Paragraphs
	Body 1- Explain how food production changed from Paleo to Neo
	  Body 2- What were two effects of the Neolithic   Revolution?

	Paleolithic Age (Stone Age)

	

	Neolithic Revolution (Farming and Domesticate Animals)

	


Tips on Writing a Good Thematic Essay

Focus

· Maintain your focus. 

· Your essay must be to the point and not wander off the topic. 

· For example, if you are writing an essay about the history of Egypt, don't discuss South Africa or other nearby countries; keep the focus of your essay on Egypt.

Clear Preface

· The introduction helps the reader understand the theme of the essay. Make sure that your introduction sets the stage for the main body of the essay. Keep it 3-5 sentences.

Outline the Body Paragraphs

· Thematic essays usually are pretty long and contain many paragraphs. Create an outline. 

· Make sure that every paragraph you write has at least two evidences. (Ask yourself, who, what, when, where, why for each piece of evidence.

Strong Conclusion

· A strong conclusion is an important part of a thematic essay. People often restate the introduction in the conclusion, which is a weak approach. Why repeat what's already been said? You can certainly summarize the main points of your essay in the conclusion, but be sure to end on a memorable note; readers tend to remember a conclusion that "points forward" or gives them something to think about.

